Finding Information at De Anza College Library

Library Catalog

For books, DVD’s, and reserve materials, go to De Anza College Library’s online catalog.  Start with the De Anza Library Home Page at http://www.deanza.edu/library.  The library also has a subscription to electronic books which you may access through the Library Catalog or directly through the eBook Collection link at the Library’s home page.

Reference Sources

For background and factual information, try reference sources such as subject encyclopedias, handbooks, and dictionaries.  Literary reference sources include Short Story Criticism (Ref PN 3373.S386), Drama Criticism (Ref PN 1601.D59), and Contemporary Literary Criticism (Ref PN 771.C59).  To use Encyclopedia Britannica Online, begin at the Library’s home page.
Literary Research
Literature Resource Center is a subscription database that provides biographical information and literary criticism on authors from many literary styles and time periods.  

Subscription Databases (to find articles from journals, magazines, and newspapers)

Use online databases to find articles from journals, magazines, and newspapers.  Select Articles & Video Databases or Library Databases to choose from a variety of subscription databases at the Library’s home page.  Log-in with your 8-digit Student ID and MyPortal password for off-campus access.
To search by topic in magazines and journals, try the following multidisciplinary databases: Academic Search Premier (EbscoHost) or Proquest Research Library.  Use the full-text limits and the format limits (to select just magazine, newspaper, or journal articles).  For newspaper articles try Proquest National Newspapers Core, LexisNexis Academic; or Historical New York Times.
Sample Subject Searches: characters and characteristics in literature; deception in literature; degeneration in literature; symbolism in literature; Hawthorne, Nathaniel, 1804-1864; consciousness; criticism; good & evil in literature; literary critiques; feminist literacy criticism; feminism; post-traumatic stress disorder; women in literature; memory in literature
Sample Keyword & Boolean Searches (e.g.-combining terms with and): Alexie and Phoenix; Glaspell and trifles; “Young Goodman Brown”; “Emily Dickinson” and criticism; ptsd and Vietnam and veterans; Araby and Joyce; Cisneros and “mango street”; “rose for emily” and symbolism”; Hemingway and “clean, well-lighted place”; Faulkner and “rose for emily”; “rose for emily” and time; “rose for emily” and homer
Sample Keyword Search with Truncation: “Emily Dickinson” and criti*; “Sherman Alexie and interview*; ptsd and Vietnam and vet*; alice walker and quilt*; “young goodman brown” and puritan*”“rose for emily” and symbol*; “rose for emily” and oedip*; “rose for emily” and psych*
Contact Info: Lena Chang, Librarian; changlena@deanza.edu; 408-864-8728; LC208
Reference Desk: (408) 864-8479; Circulation Desk: (408) 864-8761

